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July 22, 2026 
 
AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
SUBJECT: DPW Awarded $19.3 Million BUILD Grant for Route 001 Leone to Nu'uuli 
Road Rehabilitation Project 
 
The American Samoa Department of Public Works (DPW) is pleased to announce that the U.S. 
Department of Transportation has awarded $19,312,986 in Fiscal Year 2026 BUILD grant funding 
for the Route 001 Leone Village to Nu'uuli Village Road Rehabilitation Project. 
 
Governor Pulaali’i Nikolao Pula welcomed the announcement, highlighting the importance of 
continued infrastructure investments that directly benefit the people of American Samoa. "This is 
outstanding news for the people of American Samoa and another important step forward in our 
Administration's continued efforts to serve our people through meaningful investments in 
infrastructure. We are grateful for this federal award, which will strengthen one of our busiest 
transportation corridors, improve safety, and provide more reliable travel for the families, workers, 
students, businesses, and visitors who rely on Route 001 every day."  
 
This major federal investment will support much-needed rehabilitation of a critical section of 
Route 001 between Leone and Nu'uuli, including roadway, drainage, traffic safety, and related 
improvements. The project is intended to improve the condition, safety, and reliability of this 
heavily traveled corridor for the communities and traveling public it serves. 
Route 001 is American Samoa's primary transportation corridor, connecting villages and providing 
access to homes, schools, businesses, government services, and other essential destinations across 
Tutuila. The Leone to Nu'uuli project will address important infrastructure needs along this critical 
section of the route and strengthen the Territory's transportation network. 
 
"This $19.3 million award is a significant investment in American Samoa's transportation 
infrastructure and the communities that depend on Route 001 every day," said DPW Director 
Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei. "I am grateful to our DPW team and our partners for their work and 
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commitment in pursuing this opportunity. Securing the funding is an important achievement, but 
now comes the responsibility of delivering the project, maintaining accountability, and ensuring 
that every dollar is used for its intended purpose." 
The Governor also relayed his gratitude to the Department of Public Works and its partners for 
securing the highly competitive federal funding, "Director Taeaotui Tilei, the Department of Public 
Works team, and all of our local and federal partners have done tremendous work. This funding 
represents more than an investment in roads, it is an investment in the people of American Samoa." 
 
The successful BUILD grant application was a collaborative effort led by the DPW Director's 
Office and Civil/Highway Division, with valuable guidance and technical assistance from the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Hawai'i Department of Transportation (HDOT), 
and HDOT's AECOM team. 
 
DPW extends its sincere appreciation to FHWA for its continued guidance and support, including 
its assistance in facilitating coordination with HDOT. Through this partnership, HDOT and its 
AECOM team provided valuable technical assistance throughout the development and submission 
of the BUILD grant application. 
 
Director Tilei also extends his appreciation to the government leaders, agencies, community 
stakeholders, and other partners who supported the application, including through letters of support 
and other assistance. Their support helped demonstrate the importance of this project to the 
Territory and the communities it will serve. 
 
Director Tilei acknowledges the DPW team for its initiative, perseverance, and commitment 
throughout the application process and thanks all who contributed to securing this important 
infrastructure investment for American Samoa. 
 
The $19,312,986 BUILD award covers the estimated total project cost identified in the award 
notice. DPW will now work with the U.S. Department of Transportation and the appropriate 
federal operating administration to complete the requirements necessary for execution of the grant 
agreement and advancement of the project. 
 
"On behalf of the Department of Public Works, we thank the U.S. Department of Transportation 
for this tremendous investment in American Samoa," Director Tilei said. "We accept this award 
with gratitude and a clear understanding of the responsibility that comes with it. Our focus now is 
on execution, accountability, and delivering a project that will serve our people and communities 
for years to come." 
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