PULAALI'I NIKOLAO PULA g PULUMATAALA AE AE, JR.
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT

PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799
Telephone: (684) 633-4116 | (684) 633-4121

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 010 - 25

AN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE AMERICAN SAMOA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
PLANNING AND ADVISORY COUNCIL, PROVIDING FOR ITS PURPOSE, DUTIES,
RESPONSIBILITIES AND MEMBERSHIP IN COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

Section 1: Authority

This Executive Order is issued under the authority granted to the Governor in Article IV, Sections
6 and 7 of the Revised Constitution of American Samoa and the American Samoa Code Annotated
§ 4.0111(b), and 42 U.S.C. § 300x-3, which mandates a State Mental Health Planning Council for
receiving federal Community Mental Health Services Block Grant (MHBG) funding.

Section 2: Preamble

WHEREAS, a state-of-the-art behavioral health facility integrating inpatient, transitional, and
outpatient services will be completed by end of 2026, providing:
e Secure accommodations for treatment of 24 individuals;
e Inpatient substance abuse and mental illness rehabilitation;
e Transitional residential housing for recovery and community reentry; and
e Qutpatient behavioral health treatment, crisis response, and prevention services.

WHEREAS, A.S.C.A. § 13.0206 (3)(c) requires the Department of Health (DOH) to improve
and maintain public health through planning and implementing programs that
promote healthy behaviors and prevent disease and injury;

WHEREAS, A.S.C.A. § 13.1501 designates the Director of Health to determine the manner and
place for diagnosis, treatment, and care of persons with mental illness or deficiency,
and to ensure ongoing psychiatric treatment for committed individuals;

WHEREAS, DOH is designated the Single State Authority (SSA) for substance abuse and mental
health services under the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), receiving MHBG and Substance Use Prevention,
Treatment, and Recovery Services Block Grant (SUPTRS BG) funding;
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(b) and (c) require, as a condition of MHBG funding,
establishment of a planning council with specific composition and duties, ensuring
state employees and providers do not exceed 50% of membership;

42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(c)(1) requires council representatives from mental health,
education, vocational rehabilitation, criminal justice, housing, social services, and
Medicaid agencies;

42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(c)(2) requires inclusion of adults with serious mental illness
(SMI) and parents/family members of children with severe emotional disturbance
(SED);

42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(b) mandates the council:

e Review annual MHBG applications and implementation reports with
recommendation to SSA before submission;

e Advocate for adults with SMI, children with SED, and individuals with mental
illness;

e Monitor, review, and evaluate mental health services allocation and adequacy
annually;

the Council shall promote cooperation among territorial behavioral health agencies,
coordinate use of behavioral health grants, and collaborate with DOH, Lyndon B.
Johnson Tropical Medical Center (LBJTMC), Department of Human and Social
Services (DHSS). and other agencies, to foster best practices.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PULAALI’l NIKOLAO PULA. Governor of American Samoa. by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Revised Constitution of American Samoa and the
American Samoa Code Annotated, hereby execute this order.

Section 3:

Creation of the American Samoa Behavioral Health Planning and Advisory
Council

(a) Establishment

The American Samoa Behavioral Health Planning and Advisory Council (Council) is hereby
created in compliance with 42. U.S.C. § 300x-3.

(b) Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(b), the Council shall:
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(1)

(2)

3)

Review annual MHBG applications and previous years implementation reports before

submission; provide written recommendations to the Director of Health and forward to

SAMHSA.

Advocate for adults with SMI, children with SED, and individuals with mental illnesses

by:

(i) Advising the Governor, Fono, and High Court on behavioral health needs:

(ii) Promoting service delivery improvements;

(iii) Identifying and advocating for policy changes enhancing mental health care access;

(iv) Coordinating and exchanging behavioral health services information.

Monitor, review, and evaluate mental health services allocation and adequacy at least

annually, including:

(i) Identifying service gaps and recommending enhancements;

(i) Reviewing service quality, consumer satisfaction, and outcomes;

(ii1) Assessing wait times, workforce capacity, and geographic distribution;

(iv) Evaluating adequacy of housing, employment, and peer supports;

(v) Providing annual progress reports on comprehensive behavioral health care system
development with performance and outcome data.

(c) Additional Duties: The Council shall:

(1
(2)

3)

4)

Establish policies and procedures for patient care and facility staffing;

Develop operational plans and annual budgets and recommend long-term operations for
future planning;

Have ultimate authority for planning, implementing, and managing all behavioral health
funding from governmental and non-governmental sources:

Establish subcommittees as necessary.

(d) Administrative Support

DOH, LBJTMC, and DHSS shall provide administrative and professional staff support at the
Council’s request.

(e) Meetings

The Council shall meet at least quarterly. All meetings shall be open to the public.

(f) Leadership

The Director of Health shall serve as Chairperson. The Council shall elect a Vice Chairperson for
a two-year term at the first meeting and successive terms are permitted. Vacancies shall be filled

at the next scheduled meeting.
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Section 4: Council Membership (Federal Compliance)

(a) Compositional Requirements

(M

Per 42 U.S.C. § 300x-3(c):

(i) State employees and providers shall not exceed 50% of membership;

(i) Representatives required from mental health, education, vocational rehabilitation,
criminal justice, housing, social services, and Medicaid agencies:

(iii) Adults with SMI who receive or received services must be included; and

(iv) Parents/family members of children with SED must be adequately represented.

(b) Council Members (21 voting members)

(1)

()

Government employees and providers (10 members = 47.6 %)
(i) Director of Health (or designated senior deputy):
(i) Department of Education, Special Education Division representative:
(iii) Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (Director or designee):
(iv) Department of Public Safety (Chief of Police or designee);
(v) Department of Human and Social Services (Director or designee);
(vi) Medicaid Office (Director or designee);
(vii) LBJTMC (Chief Medical Officer or behavioral health designee);
(viii) Department of Legal Affairs/Office of the Attorney General (Attorney General or
designee):
(ix) One licensed mental health provider employed by territorial agency or funded non-
profit (Governor appointed); and
(x) Governor’s designated health representative.
Non-governmental employee and non-providers (11 members = 52.4%)
(i) Community and non-governmental providers (4 members):
(A) Tautua Samoa Representative
(B) Foeoletini Foundation representative
(C) Veteran's Affairs Clinic designee
(D) Veteran's Affairs VetCenter designee
(i) Adults with SMI (3 members)
(A) Three adults with SMI receiving or having received services (Governor-
appointed with consumer advocacy organization consultation).
(iii) Parents/Family Members of Children with SED (3 members)
(A) Three parents/family members of children with SED (Governor-appointed
with family advocacy organization consultation).
(iv) Ex Officio Legislative Member (1 non-voting advisory member):
(A) Chairman, House Committee on Health (or designee).

(¢) Appointments and Terms
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(1) Agency representatives serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority:

(2) Other members are appointed by the Governor for up to three-year terms and may be
reappointed;

(3) Initial appointments shall be staggered: one-third shall serve for one year, one-third for
two years, and one-third for three years.

(4) Members serve without compensation or emoluments, and may receive reimbursements
for reasonable travel and meeting expenses subject to appropriations.

(d) Vacancies

(1) The Governor shall fill appointed position vacancies within 60 days; replacements serve

the remainder of unexpired terms. Agency heads shall replace their representatives.

Section 5: Federal Reporting and Compliance

(a) Annual letter to SAMHSA

The Chairperson shall submit an annual letter to SAMHSA detailing Council activities, MHBG
application review, advocacy efforts, and service adequacy evaluation.

(b) Compliance

The Council shall comply with 42 U.S.C. § 300x et. seq. and applicable SAMHSA guidance
documents.

(c) Integration with Substance Use Planning

The Council is encouraged to integrate SUPTRS BG planning and review activities and include
substance use disorder treatment and recovery community perspectives.

Section 6: Repealer

Executive Order No.: 001-2016 is rescinded and replaced by this Order.

Section 7: Effective Date

This Order shall take effect immediately upon issuance.

Date: /2//3'5[/7‘6'

PULAALI’I NIKOLAO PULA
Governor of American Samoa
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