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American Samoa Department of Public Works Awarded $800,000 USEPA
Grant to Establish Territory's First Comprehensive Stormwater Asset
Management Program

PAGO PAGO, American Samoa — The American Samoa Government Department of Public
Works (DPW) has been awarded $800,000 in federal funding from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 under the Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse (OSG)
Municipal Grants Program. The award, issued August 12, 2026, is 100 percent federally funded
with no local match required.

The grant will establish DPW's Stormwater Territory-wide Resource and Asset Management
(STREAM) Program, which will develop American Samoa's first comprehensive stormwater
asset inventory, territory-wide GIS mapping system, condition assessment framework, and
capital planning process for stormwater infrastructure across Tutuila, Aunu'u, Ta'u, Ofu, and
Olosega. The program will also support stormwater best management practices at 25 priority
coastal outfall sites and build DPW's long-term capacity to manage its stormwater
infrastructure.

STREAM will use the information collected through the program to identify and prioritize
future stormwater infrastructure projects and establish a stronger foundation for long-term
infrastructure planning and investment.

“I am pleased to see American Samoa receive this important federal investment, which will
strengthen our ability to plan for and improve the stormwater infrastructure that serves our
communities,” said Governor Pulaalii Nikolao Pula. “This $800,000 award reflects our
commitment to resilient infrastructure and the hard work of Director Taeaotui and the
Department of Public Works team. I commend their efforts and thank the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency for its continued partnership with our Territory.”



“This award is an important milestone for DPW as our first grant under the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's OSG Program,’ said DPW Director Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei.
“We are grateful to EPA Region 9 for its guidance and support throughout this process, and I
want to thank our entire DPW team for the work and collaboration that made this award
possible. STREAM will give us the information and tools to move from responding to
stormwater problems as they occur to identifying needs, setting priorities, and planning
ahead. More importantly, we are building a capability within DPW that will remain long after
this grant is completed.”

The project will strengthen DPW's ability to address chronic nuisance flooding, support
protection of coastal water quality, and make future stormwater infrastructure decisions
based on documented conditions and needs.

This project is funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under Assistance
Agreement No. 97T68501.
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