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To Deliver the Constitution to the People: 

6th Constitutional Convention 
““We are far from establishing a perfect government, however, with the foresight of these leaders, along with the 

prayers of our people, we are sure to be closer to our goal.”  

 

On Monday, August 29, 2022, an official opening ceremony of the 6th Constitutional Convention 

was held at the Governor Rex. E. Lee Auditorium in accordance with the Governor’s Proclamation 

Constitutional Convention of 2022 that was signed on August 25, 2022. Honorable guests 

included Governor Lemanu Mauga, Lieutenant Governor Talauega Ale, Congresswoman 

Uifa'atali Aumua Amata, Department of Interior Assistant Secretary for Insular and International 

Affairs Carmen G. Cantor and Director of Policy  Basil Ottley, President of the Senate Tuaolo 

Manaia Fruean, Speaker of the House Savali Talavou Ale, Paramount Chief Mauga Asuega, 

Chief Justice Michael Kruse and 129 respective delegates (each district was represented by a 

mixture of  elected officials, village council members, and members of the general community.)  

 

“This very gathering lays the future and the 

success of American Samoa. The 129 

respective delegates will deliberate on 

issues that will move American Samoa 

forward,” stated Governor Lemanu in his 

welcoming remarks. He continued, “We are 

far from establishing a perfect government, 

however, with the foresight of these 

leaders, along with the prayers of our 

people, we are sure to be closer to our 

goal.”  

 

In her first official travel of Assistant 

Secretary, Carmen G. Cantor offered best 

and well wishes as a guest in a momentous occasion. “In scheduling American Samoa as my first 

official journey, I was not just eager to take in the fable beauty of your homeland, and the generous 

spirits and strong character of American Samoa,” remarked Assistant Secretary Carmen Cantor. 

She continued, “I also wanted to set foot on your islands to better understand the sacred 



responsibility entrusted to the Department of Interior from implementing the federal relationship 

with you, our fellow Americans.” A traditional ava ceremony concluded official business on day 1 

of the Con-Con. 

 

On Tuesday, August 30, 2022, official business began 

with 129 respective delegates taking oath to the task 

ahead. Delegates swore to “support, defend, and bear 

true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the 

United States,” and “will well and faithfully uphold the 

laws of the United States applicable to American 

Samoa, and the Constitution and laws of American 

Samoa.”  

 

As a result of Day 2, Rule 1 and Rule 2 were 

unanimously passed with minor modifications, and 

the election of the following leadership.  Chairman 

Honorable Tuaolo M.E. Fruean, Vice Chairman Honorable Faiivae Iuli A. Godinet, and Secretary 

Honorable Ti’alemasunu Dr. Etuale Mikaele.   

 

As of Thursday, September 1, 2022, delegates from the Constitutional Convention have passed 

six amendments. The total eight amendments proposed by the Constitutional Review Committee 

are as follows:  

1. ASG Amendment 

Removing all references to our local government as Government of American Samoa and 

insert American Samoa Government in its place. 

2. Veto Override Amendment  

Removing the authority of the Secretary of Interior to approve or disapprove a bill passed 

by the Legislature over the Governor’s veto. 

3. Chief Justice Amendment  

Transferring the powers to appoint the Chief Justice from the Secretary of Interior to the 

American Samoa Government.  

4. Secretary of Interior Amendment  

Ceasing the Secretary’s power to review, overturn or intervene in the appeal of a decision 

of the High Court of American Samoa.  

5. Impeachment Amendment (Also known as Accountability Amendment) 

Adding an impeachment clause which is a crucial tool for holding government officers 

accountable for violations of the law and abuse of power.  

6. American Samoa Ancestry Amendment (Also known as The People’s Choice) 

Ensuring the constitution protects the lands, language, and Samoan way of life for persons 

of American Samoa ancestry and does not apply generally to other Samoas who are not 

of American Samoa ancestry.  

7. Constitutional Process Amendment 

Removing the authority of the U.S. Secretary of Interior to approve amendments and 



introducing a new process whereby amendments can be approved by at least two-thirds 

of votes cast at the general election.  

8. House Membership Amendment  

Reapportionment and add representatives to Ituau and Ma’upu (Tualauta) Representative 

Districts and change the total number of Representatives.  

The following amendments and its entirety have been unanimously passed:  

● Government of American Samoa to American Samoa Government   

● Veto Override 

● Chief Justice  

● Secretary of Interior  

 

Delegates of the Con-Con have made modifications to the following passed amendments:   

The Impeachment Amendment clause shall only include the Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 

Chief Justice, Assistant Chief Justice, Associate Judges and District Judges have been removed.  

 

On the issue of reappropriation of membership to the House of Representatives, resulted in the 

addition of one representative to both District No. 12 Ituau (composed of the Villages of Nu’uuli, 

Fagasa, Matu’u, Faganeanea) and District No. 15 Ma’upu (composed of the Villages of Tafuna, 

Mesepa; Faleniu, Mapusaga Fou, Pavaiai, Iliili and Vaitogi).  This brings the total representative 

in these respective Districts to three each under the The House Membership Amendment. As 

echoed by several delegates, upon the first Con-Con, the original number of Senators for Manu’a 

was 5, and over the years it was changed to 3.  The issue was introduced to return the allocation 

of Senators for Manu’a back to the original total of 5 was brought to a vote and passed. 

 

Upon request of delegates from Ma’uputasi, it was unanimously passed to change the spelling of 

the word, Ma’upu and Ma’uputasi to Ma’opu and Ma’oputasi.  This was also supported by the 

delegates from Ituau, the Village of Malaeimi was added to District No. 12 Ituau.  

 

On Friday, September 02, 2022, respective delegates proposed additional amendments to be 

discussed, including changes to the Swains Island clause. It was unanimously passed that Swains 

Island representatives shall have privileges of a member of the House, including the right to vote. 

The Ancestry Amendment and the Constitutional Process Amendment has been tabled for further 

discussion with the Fono. To officially conclude the 6th Constitutional Convention, about 126 of 

129 delegates signed the new document to be on the ballot come election on November 8, 2022.  

 



 

(Attached is the proposed amendment language compiled by the Constitutional Review 

Committee).  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


